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Marshwood, Stoke Abbott, Pilsdon and Bettiscombe

New bridge a ‘lifeline’ for wood
A new bridge installed on one of  the bridleways 
at Prime Coppice in Marshwood parish  is 
‘a lifeline for the woodland,’ according to 
landowners Kit Vaughan and Ruth Fuller.

The bridge replaces a dilapidated  1950s’ 
structure, which had long been unsafe for 
walkers and riders. It has taken nearly five years 
for the replacement to be agreed with Dorset 
County Council’s Rights of  Way department. 
Complications arose as the old map route across 
the river was no longer viable and the bridleway 
had to be officially moved a few metres east.

Prime Coppice is home to Ruth, Kit and their 
two sons Alfred,  aged five, and Arran, aged 
two. The family moved there five years ago 
and are working to restore and regenerate the 
woodland. They sell firewood, coppice products 
and timber harvested from the trees (see their 
website www.primecoppice.com).

The bridge is needed because in wet weather the 
river is too high to ford on foot or horseback. It 
has been paid for jointly by the landowners and 
the county council. ‘It opens up access to the 
wood all year round,’ said Kit.an/shwood-
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Garden Services

Established 1990

Grass cutting . Strimming . Hedge cutting . Topiary . Shrub 
& Tree Pruning & Shaping . Rose Pruning . Mulching . Pond 
Maintenance . Pressure Washing . Trees, shrubs & plants 
supplied & planted . Weed Management & Application  

Landscaping
Stonework . Patios, Paths & Walls . Fencing & Repairs  

Gates . Pergola . Trellis & Rustic Work . Turfing . Seeding 
Water Features . Ponds . Rockeries . Wrought Iron Work

Sheds & Summer Houses

Grounds Maintenance Commercial

Offices . Care & Nursing Homes . Retail Parks . Indsutrial Estates 
Petrol & Garage Forecourts . Pubs . Hotels & Guest Houses 

Housing Associations . Flast & Apartments . Local Authorities 
Holiday Homes . Shops & Supermarkets . Schools

Weekly, Fortnightly, Monthly or Annual contracts
“You Grow It, We Cut It”

Fully Insured and Uniformed. Call 01297 678 743
See our Customer Feedback: www.checkatrade.com/cobralandscapes

Local Independent Company

Seventy years of the Shave 
Cross Mini Marathon

Recognise anyone? Runners at Shave Cross in the 1980s. Photo from John Green’s archive.

... clobber, clobber, clobber (from 
the hobnailed boots).’ (Taken 
from Dorset’s Western Vale by 
Sylvia Creed-Castle.)

From this midnight race meeting was born 
the Shave Cross Sports, which included a 
‘marathon’ of  four and three-tenths of  a 
mile. The event was held on 5 June 1948 in 
a field near the inn called Big Bomer, which 
was owned by Jack Rendell. It also featured 
children’s events, 100-yard sprints, tug of  
war, sack race, obstacle race, slow cycle 

‘On a Saturday night in June 
1947 some local men felt in a 
contemplative mood after a few 
drinks at the Shave Cross Inn. 
They started taking bets as to 
who could run the fastest. The 
mood became infectious and the 
running went on until 2am ... 
People living nearby wondered 
what was going on as the still 
peaceful night was disturbed by 
a constant “Are you ready - Go” 
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race, long jump, egg and spoon race and 
skittles.

In 1949 the event gained in prestige when it 
received its first report in The Bridport News. 
The marathon was resticted to local runners 
living within three miles of  the pub. The 
programme consisted of  some 27 events, 
mostly fun races for ladies, gentlemen and 
children.

Skittling contest

During the 1950s, the event became an 
established highlight of  the local calendar. 
It went on into the evening and there was a 
fun fair with swing boats, a coconut shy and 
hoopla. In 1954 the marathon was opened 
to all comers.

Skittling was a major part of  the sports day. 
It took place in the Shave Cross Inn during 
the week with an outdoor alley set out for 

the Saturday finals. In 1955 the prizes for 
the skittle competition were as follows: first 
prize: a pig, second prize: a load of  firewood, 
third prize: a bottle of  scotch.

Other ‘sporting events’ included a pipe 
smoking contest in which contestants had to 
smoke a clay pipe crammed with black shag 
tobacco. According to John Green, entrants 
could use as many boxes of  matches and 
drink as much farm cider as they liked to 
achieve the objective of  finishing the pipe.

In 1956 proceeds were officially donated to 
charity for the first time. In 1958 a flower 
show was added. The sports and flower show 
continued during the 1960s with coaches 
bringing runners from Yeovil, Weymouth 
and Salisbury. Marathons were uncommon 
events in those days, even short ones, and 
Shave Cross attracted considerable interest. 
At its height, the event had up to 150 
runners. The general sports and the flower show 

ended in 1977. The organising committee 
had been involved for 28 years and found it 
difficult to get the helpers needed. Also, the 
access to the original sports field was lost.

New era in 1970s

In 1977 all equipment for the side shows was 
sold and that was thought to be the end of  
the entire event. But one summer afternoon, 
locals were surprised to see a number of  
people collecting in the pub car park. When 
asked, they said they had come to run the 
marathon. Arrangements were hastily made 
and the first marathon of  the next era took 
place. The course was extended to five miles, 
with a route going up towards Pilsdon Pen 
via Pilsdon and returning to Shave Cross 
by Gerrards Farm. In the years since 1980 

the event has been enlarged to include a dog 
show, coffee morning and treasure hunt.

John and Allison Green hosted the event at 
Bomerhayes Farm from 1979 until, due to 
ill health, it was relocated to Kittys Farm, 
then owned by George Rendell. The current 
owner, Fiona Burkeman, hosted the event in 
2015 and 2016.

This year’s race will be on Saturday 5 August. 
Look out for details of  the supporting events 
in the Summer edition of  Beneath The Vale. 
This year will be the 70th anniversary of  
that first midnight run. If  anyone has any 
anecdotes or photographs from the very 
early days, Beneath The Vale would be 
delighted to receive them.

David Corneloues

The Shave Cross Inn. Picture courtesy of  Bill Slade.

Runners in the 1980s with Pilsdon Pen in the background. Photo from John Green’s archive.
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Local Bridport-based, fully-qualified electrician

NICEIC approved contractor and certified domestic installer.
We undertake all aspects of electrical work from full or partial 
rewires to smaller remedial works. Peace of mind that all 
work carried out will be up to the latest required standards.

Call Sam Ellward-Smith 07741 278 346 www.ellward-smith.co.uk

Superfast broadband delayed, 
but BT says it will be ready soon
Everyone has been waiting a very long 
time for a broadband improvement to 
be delivered to us here in the Upper 
Marshwood Vale parishes. From an initial 
plan to complete these works by September 
of  last year, things slipped to Christmas and 
then into this year.

You will have seen bits and pieces of  the 
work going on all over our area and we 
were told in early February that it would all 
be completed by the end of  March, which 
would have allowed us to give you the good 
news in this issue of  the Beneath The Vale. We 
were informed however on 27 March that 
there would be a further month of  delay, this 
through a note provided by the Superfast 
Dorset team at Dorset County Council.
 
As soon as we get confirmation that the 
network has been completed and that orders 
can be placed, we will announce that on 
the Beneath The Vale website. The Superfast 
Dorset team will be sending out fibre-to-the-
premises flyers to all addresses concerned. 
 
Your patience is appreciated, here is the 
note from Superfast Dorset:   

‘The delivery of  some of  the fastest 
broadband speeds to the most rural parts of  
Dorset has proved even more challenging 
for the engineers than anticipated. Homes 
and businesses from Seaborough to 
Marshwood, Bettiscombe and Fishponds 
Bottom and from Pilsdon to Synderford 
have been anticipating the arrival of  fibre 

to their premises (FTTP) since the autumn. 
But BT Openreach engineers have so far 
been unable to provide a reliable service to 
any of  these communities. 

‘Far west Dorset was originally excluded 
from Superfast Dorset plans because of  
the costs to reach the small communities 
in rural, hilly area. But locals worked 
together to attract additional funding into 
the programme so the relatively expensive 
FTTP technology could be installed. This 
technology has only been implemented in 
a few parts of  Dorset towards the end of  
the programme so engineers are still finding 
ways around the challenges it presents. 

‘The West Dorset cluster of  FTTP is the 
biggest in the county. It has thrown up 
the most challenges and has over-run the 
delivery date of  Christmas 2016. 

Engineering challenge

‘BT says: “BT is working hard to complete 
the major engineering task of  rolling 
out superfast fibre broadband across the 
Marshwood Vale area. Building a fibre 
broadband network for this remote and 
sparsely populated area has undoubtedly 
been the greatest single engineering 
challenge for the Superfast Dorset 
programme. The work has included the 
installation of  more than 75,000 metres of  
fibre, 40 new poles, the laying of  nearly 5 
kilometres of  underground ducting and 
road closures. The vast majority of  the work 

has now been carried out. The remainder is 
due to be completed by the end of  April.” 
 
‘Some residents in Broadwindsor, Drimpton, 
Stoke Abbot and Thorncombe can already 
take up a superfast service thanks to a 
different technology: FTTC, fibre-to-the-
cabinet. To benefit, people there should 
contact their service provider and ask to be 
upgraded to a fibre service.

‘Please sign up at https://www.dorsetforyou.
gov.uk/broadband/registration so we can 
let you know when we have data showing 
service is available. Plus we’ll be out with 
leaflets and updates in parish magazines to 
let you know the good news and how to take 
up the service.’ 

Charles Somers
As we went to press, engineers were in Marshwood 
working on installing superfast connections.
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Upper Marshwood Vale Parish 
Council: December budget setting

Your local sweep: Glyn Yorke

Chimney Sweep Services
Stoves fitted and refurbished ◆ Birds’ nests 
removed ◆ Birdguards, chimney pots and 
cowls fitted ◆ Chimney lining service ◆ Stove 

spares supplied - glass, fire bricks etc.

‘A clean chimney is a safe chimney’

Professional, reliable, family service, established 1992
Fully insured - certificate of insurance issued for every job
Brush and vacuum sweep - power sweeping also offered

Specialist in multi-fuel stoves

Tel: 01297 678549  ◆  Mob: 07778 524142 
Email: info@chimneysweepservices.co.uk
Chimney Sweep Services Ltd, 4 Marshalsea, Bridport, DT6 5QE

Council meeting 15th December 2016: 
Parishes get a minimal  increase on 
the precept.

Your chairman, Matthew Bowditch began 
by asking the clerk, John Vanderwolfe, to 

Upper Marshwood Vale draft budget 2017/18 

Expenditure  Budget  Income   Budget
Salaries   £3,240  LCTS Grant  £     78
Insurance   £   300  Precept   £9,502
Lengthsman  £4,000  Advertising  £   650
Office Allowance  £   120
Room Hire  £   120               £10,230
Subscriptions  £   280   
Stationery  £     60   
Post & Telephone  £     30  
Training   £   100  Proposed D rate  £30.24
Website   £   250  Last year’s D rate  £29.76
Newsletter  £1,100  Difference (increase) £00.48 
Audit   £   100  Percentage increase      1.60%
Travel Costs  £   130   
Fingerposts  £   300   
Grants   £   100   
    
             £10,230   

talk about his suggested budget. This held 
no surprises although it had been expanded 
to give a better picture of  what is happening. 
For example the improved income from 
advertising in Beneath the Vale is now shown 
more fully. 

These figures result in a 48p increase for 
houses in council tax band D. They will 
go up to £30.24 from £29.76. Councillors 

voted to adopt the budget before moving 
on to planning, which turned out to be very 
straightforward. 

Two applications to fell a tree, and others 
to allow the siting of  rubbish skip, provision 

of  dairy cow accommodation and extra 
storage at Pilsdon Dairy Farm were 
proposed. Councillors agreed to recommend 
acceptance of  each application. 

As part of  planning, the future of  
Marshwood village’s unused telephone kiosk 
was briefly considered, but was put on the 
agenda for future meetings to allow new 
ideas to come forward.
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End of an era at The Bottle Inn, Marshwood

Next parish council meetings are:

18 May (annual council meeting and 
annual parish meeting).  20 July, 21 
September, 16 November. 14 December 
(precept settting.) All meetings at 7.30pm  

in  Bettiscombe Village Hall. 
See www.uppermarshwoodcouncil.org for 
minutes.

Deadline for the Summer issue of  Beneath The 
Vale is the end of  May for publication in June. 

Looking ahead: Parish Council meeting dates

Stephen Lee
Landscape Gardening

1 Vale View, Salwayash, 
Bridport, DT6 5JB

Hi,
My team and I do most kinds of 
gardening from clearing overgrown acres 
to fixing fences, planning patios and 
paddocks to looking after your lawn and 
maintaining landscapes.

Oh yes! We are also the parish 
lengthsman so we fend off floods by 
clearing ditches, placing storage bins 
and looking after public places for your 
parish council.

So if you have a garden problem, why not 
give us a call?

Stephen Lee: 07971 116660
stephenlee93@hotmail.co.uk

Local independent company
Professional, reliable service

Uniformed and insured.
Daily, weekly, fortnightly 

or monthly.
One-off cleans, Spring deep-

cleans. Move out, move in 
cleans. End-of-tenancy cleans, 

pre/post event cleans.
The ultimate in domestic and 

commerical cleaning.
01297 678 743 or 07450 233 169

Recipe: Quick and easy 
soups for spring

By Joy McClellan

Carrot and orange soup
Serves 4-6

25g butter
1 medium onion, chopped
1 medium tin carrots
250ml orange juice
250ml chicken stock
Up to 250ml single cream
Salt and pepper

Sweat the onion in butter. Drain carrots 
and liquidise with onions. Mix in orange 
juice, stock, seasoning and then cream. 
Heat through gently and serve.

Stilton soup
Serves 4-6

50g butter
1-2 onions, finely sliced
175g Stilton, crumbled
50g plain flour
1 litre chicken stock
1 bay leaf
250ml single cream
Salt and pepper

Sweat onion in butter until soft. Add stilton. 
Stir with wodden spoon until the cheese 
melts to form a smooth cream. Add the 
flour and cook for a further 5 mins, stirring 
continously. Add stock, bay leaf  and 
seasoning and bring to the boil, stirring. 
Simmer for 15 minutes. Remove the bay 
leaf, taste and check seasoning. Add the 
cream and serve immediately.

Parish Council: February
Councillors met briefly at Shave 
Cross on 16 February. The main item 
on the agenda was a new application 
for outline planning consent to build 
two detached houses on land at Bottle 
Lane in Marshwood.

Councillors agreed there was no 
substantial difference between this 
application and a previous one, which 
had been rejected by planners. Parish 
council clerk, John Vanderwolfe, said 
that the land was outside any agreed 
development area. Councillors were 
unanimous in recommending refusal 
for the latest application. West Dorset 
District Council subsequently refused 
the application on 22 February.

As Beneath The Vale went to press, landlords 
Nigel and Chrissy Blake had just moved 
out of  The Bottle Inn at Marshwood. The 
Blakes were evicted after the pub’s owner, 
Michael Brookes, was granted a possession 
order by Weymouth County Court.

Under the Blakes’ stewardship, the pub 
gained a wide reputation for the range and 
quality of  its ales and was named Wessex 
Regional Pub of  the Year by the Campaign 

for Real Ale. CAMRA has removed the 
accolade now that the Blakes have left.

The building needs extensive repairs and it 
is uncertain when it will reopen. It is listed 
as an asset of  community value, which may 
help protect its future as a pub.

Feelings ran high about The Bottle’s closure, 
with more than 6,000 people reacting to a 
post on Beneath The Vale’s Facebook page. 

It’s the last volunteer hedge-laying session 
of  this season at Little Giant Wood on 
Thursday 13 April.

The day starts at 10am and ends at 4pm, 
but don’t feel you have to stay for the whole 
day. Parking, if  needed, is at Stokewater 
Farm, and coffee and flapjacks will be 
provided. Bring your own lunch.

Nick Gray from Dorset Wildlife Trust will 
be there to give guidance on hedge-laying 
for those who have not experienced this 
ancient craft before. For more details, ring 
Nick on 07824 438974.

Hedge-laying day at Little 
Giant Wood, Stoke Abbott
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STEVE 
HANSFORD
FLOORING
NICF MASTERFITTER

Carpets
Vinyl

Laminates
Wood

East Road Business Park, Bridport,
Dorset, DT6 4RZ

Mobile: 07900 802 678
Telephone: (01308) 423 147

www.stevehansfordflooring.co.uk

Electrical, plumbing and
heating services. Our qualified and 

experienced tradesmen can help you with 
all of your electrical and plumbing needs. 
From minor repairs to major installations 

– you can rely on us.
Call 01308 425074 or email 
andy@castle-building.co.uk 

for a free quote.
www.castle-building.co.uk

Wild Service Tree
Tree surgery 

Hedge trimming and laying
Pruning of shrubs, climbers and roses
Pruning of fruit and ornamental trees

Woodland management

Call Simon Higgins on 07872 932 512. Email wildservicetree131@gmail.com
Fully insured. NPTC certified. .

..

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee: Members

Chairman Charles Somers    01297 678178
  somers984@btinternet.com
Secretary  John Vanderwolfe, UMV parish council clerk
Members  Jacqui Sewell, West Dorset District Council councillor
  David Hitchcock, chairman of  Marshwood CLT
  Ali Cameron, UMV parish councillor
  Ali Edwards, UMV parish councillor
  David French
  Sara Hudston, Editor, Beneath the Vale

email: np@uppermarshwoodvale.org

Address: NP Steering Committee, c/o The Old Rectory, Marshwood, Dorset DT6 5QJ

Neighbourhood Plan latest
You can still add your views by filling 
out a NP questionnaire. These are 
available on the website: 
www.uppermarshwoodvale.org/
home/neighbourhood-plan.
Copies will be also be available at the 
public meeting below.

Public Meeting in Marshwood Church
Saturday 6 May, 10am-12pm

We will present the NP questionnaire 
findings, discuss a proposed ‘vision and 
goals’ for the plan and consider how to 

proceed towards producing a first draft of 
the document.

Please come to the meeting and join in - this is 
YOUR plan!

NP questionnaires were sent out 
with the Winter issue of  Beneath The 
Vale and by mid-February we had 
received just over 100 replies (of  300 
sent out). We are presently working 
on analysing the results and should 
complete that task soon. 



14 15

Community Land Trust: Officers

Chairman David Hitchcock    01297 678 257
  threecountiesnurseries@live.co.uk
Treasurer  Ali Edwards    01297 678 382
  aliedwards34@icloud.com
Directors  Fred Bailey    01308 868 015
  fhpjb@aol.com
   Ann Marie Chapman
  coweyehawkins@yahoo.co.uk
  Rob England    01297 678 548
  rob@thequester.co.uk
  Charles Somers    01297 678 178
  somers984@btinternet.com

Community Land Trust website: www.marshwoodclt.org.uk
Facebook Page: Marshwood CLT

District Councillors
Marshwood, Bettiscombe Jacqui Sewell   01308 867 145 
& Pilsdon   jacquisewell@me.com

Stoke Abbott  Mark Roberts   01308 487 866
   lucullas.luccas@virgin.net

County Councillors
Marshwood Vale   Daryl Turner   01297 444 195
   d.w.turner@dorsetcc.gov.uk
Beaminster   Rebecca Knox   01308 863 365
   r.knox@dorsetcc.gov.uk

Beneath the Vale Editorial Board 
Pauline Bailey  fhpjb@hotmail.co.uk  01308 868 015 
Matthew Bowditch   m1bowditch.vets@virgin.net  01308 862 758 
Ali Cameron  ali@alicameron42.plus.com  01297 678 546
David Corneloues  davidcorneloues@tiscali.co.uk 01308 868 094
Joy McClellan  joy.mcclellan@sky.com  01308 867 410

Newsletter Editor
Sara Hudston  sarajhudston@gmail.com  01297 489 253

Chairman
Matthew Bowditch  01308 862 758
Stokewater Farm 
Stoke Abbott, DT8 3JL 
m1bowditch.vets@virgin.net 
Stoke Abbott

Councillors
Fred Bailey  01308 868 015
Meadowrise
Bettiscombe, DT6 6HP
fhpjb@aol.com 
Marshwood 

John W. Brown  01308 867 542
2 Church Cottages
Bettiscombe, DT6 5NT
avril.sergison574@btinternet.com
Bettiscombe

Ali Cameron  01297 678 546
Blue Haze 
Marshwood, DT6 5QB 
ali@alicameron42.plus.com
Marshwood  

Alison Edwards  01297 678 382
3 Marshalsea 
Marshwood, DT6 5QE 
aliedwards34@icloud.com
Marshwood

Jane Gillingham  01308 867 197
Mabeys Cottage 
Pilsdon, DT6 5NY
Pilsdon

Cassian Gray  01308 862 448
Horsehill Cottage
Stoke Abbott, DT8 3JL
cassian@montmeru.com
Stoke Abbott

Clerk
John Vanderwolfe  01297 344 44
Newenham, 5 Halletts Way
Axminster, EX13 5NB
johnvw@tiscali.co.uk

Christopher Rabbetts 01308 867 474
Gerrards Farm
Pilsdon, DT6 5PA 
chrisrabbetts@btinternet.com
Pilsdon
  
Trevor Richards  01308 868 848
Deer Park Farm, 
Marshwood Vale, DT6 5PZ,  
info@rochestershire.co.uk
Marshwood

Eddie Rowe   01308 876 577
Highlands Farm,
Templemans Ash, DT6 5NX
edwardrowe3lb@btinternet.com
Bettiscombe

Roy Warburton  01308 868 358
Shave Cross Inn, 
Shave Cross, DT6 6HW
roy.warburton@virgin.net
Marshwood 

Robert Wyatt  01308 868 249
Blackney Farm, 
Blackney, DT6 5PB
bob.j.wyatt@googlemail.com
Stoke Abbott

Parish Council 
Website:  www.uppermarshwoodcouncil.org




