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Bid to end Vale’s traffic misery:
Dorset Police and Crime
Commissioner at public meeting

Problems caused when the A35
is closed and traffic pours into
the Vale are to be addressed at
a public meeting at 7.30pm on
Thursday 29 November in the hall
at Whitchurch Canonicorum.

Martyn Underhill, Dorset Police and Crime
Commissioner (PCC), will explain how
drone technology could halve the amount
of time the A35 needs to be shut for police
investigations after an accident.
He’s also keen to discuss how his office can help
to train and equip a band of volunteers who
would provide a signed diversion route to keep
traffic flowing when it does have to go through
the Vale.
Attend and make your views known
Everyone who feels strongly about this issue
is urged to attend on the 29th and make their
views and suggestions known. People have
missed hospital appointments and been unable
to get to work because of gridlocked traffic in
the Vale. We need to find ways to improve the
current, chaotic situation. Representatives from

Char Valley Parish Council will be attending the
meeting as well as villagers from Whitchurch.
The meeting is a result of discussions between
the PCC and Beneath the Vale. Members of
the magazine’s editorial team went to see Mr
Underhill at police HQ in Winfrith earlier this
month. We asked why the A35 needs to be shut
for so long after an accident and can the police
do anything to reduce the disruption caused by
traffic diverting through our narrow medieval

Marshwood, Stoke Abbott, Pilsdon and Bettiscombe

lanes. When the A35 was closed for nearly
seven hours in June, the Vale became
gridlocked.
Mr Underhill says that Dorset Police have
already bought a camera drone that can
be flown by remote person view (RPV),
that is by someone on the ground who can
see the drone’s eye-view in the sky. But
until recently, police lacked the specialist
computer software necessary to map the
scene below.
We met Mr Underhill a few days after the
police bought new software. He said that
a pilot would be trained over the winter
and the drone would be operational by
next summer. It would be for use on the
A35 and A31 and would be based at either
Bridport or Dorchester police station. Ricky
Fiddler from the police drone section has
been invited to the public meeting and we

hope he will tell us more about how the
technology can help speed up procedure.
On behalf of local people
The overarching role of the PCC is to cut
crime and to deliver an effective and efficient
police service. He or she does this by holding
the chief constable and the force to account
on behalf of local people.
Here in the Vale we feel that Dorset Police
need to listen to our views about how A35
closures are handled. We hope that Mr
Underhill can use his organisational muscle
to make a considerable difference to the
disruption we suffer. Any improvement will
benefit our quality of life here. It will help
visitors to enjoy the area more, mitigate
effects on wildlife and the environment and
aid the local economy.
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Fed up with chaos caused
by A35 closures?
Make your views known and help find a solution

Public meeting
Whitchurch Canonicorum Village Hall
7.30pm Thursday 29 November
Dorset Police & Crime Commissioner Martyn
Underhill will be explaining how the police
can reduce road closure time.
Could you volunteer to help direct traffic
through the Vale?
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‘No need for new housing in
Marshwood’ according to
Neighbourhood Plan latest

We don’t need more houses in
Marshwood.
We
should
focus
on restoring good shopping to
Marshwood village and developing
convenient parking where needed.
That’s the conclusion reached by the
recent Neighbourhood Plan site options
consultation. The consultation found that:
•

•
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The most needed development is to
replace the village shop. Three sites
could have provided such a service but
two have been excluded from the plan
(through lack of support for housing)
leaving only the Dungeon site as a
possibility; this subject to agreement
with the landowner on details.
A widely supported project was the
provision of extra parking at the school
sites including a plan to rationalise
short-term parking and to offer traffic
circulation. Neither of the school sites
is possible unless housing is supported.

•

No further sites for homes are
supported, only one site for live/work.

A long-term project for a communal sewage
treatment plant for Marshwood did not
receive support with a perceived lack of
benefit for those who do not live in the
centre of Marshwood.
One interesting idea for the future takes
advantage of sites along the B3165 (sites
1, 2, 5, 6 and 7 below) and would try to
integrate all these developments into an
overall scheme, thereby improving the
architecture of the whole village. This was
considered a future benefit, but not of
immediate relevance for the NP.
The seven sites offered are listed below with
their proposed use, and what was supported
through the consultation process. All site
owners were surprised by the opposition
to housing and tourism ventures given the
potential benefit for the future.

Site description

Proposed uses		

Supported uses

1. The Dungeon 			
2. Adjacent Gramarye Lodge
3.Three Counties 		
4. Adjacent Penn View 		
5. East of Bottle Inn
6. Adjacent Bottle Inn car park
7. Opposite school 		

housing/shop 		
housing/parking/playground
housing/live-work
housing 			
housing/holiday accom.
housing/holiday accom./shop
housing/parking/shop

shop
parking/playground
live/work
no support
no support
holiday accom./shop
parking/shop

NP Committee conclusion
Having built our affordable homes
and with limited interest from
other parts of our community,
more houses are not yet needed.
We should focus on restoring
good shopping to Marshwood
village and developing convenient
parking where needed.
There’s a public meeting on 17
November from 10am to 12.30pm
at Marshwood Church (tea and
biscuits provided) to present the
findings of the recent site options

consultation and to discuss with
you:
•
•

How to move forward with our
Neighbourhood Plan.
How we might establish a
car park for the school and
church.

Please come and join in the
discussion on the future of your
village.
Charles Somers,
Chairman, Marshwood
Neighbourhood Plan

Historic buildings consultant, RIBA chartered practice
We have the specialist knowledge you need to carry out
successful repairs and alterations to old and listed buildings
and buildings in historic areas
01297 561045 / 07742 190490
email: kim@angel-architecture.co.uk
www.angel-architecture.co.uk
The Glass Office, The Court, The Street, Charmouth, DT6 6PE
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Parish council meeting 19 July

Following the usual formalities – apologies
for absence, declarations of interest,
adoption of the minutes of the previous
meeting and the democratic period when
non members of the council can have
their say – Cllr Ali Edwards spoke for the
whole council and indeed all present at
Bettiscombe Village Hall, when she offered
thanks to John Walther of Marshwood
Stores. There was some confusion as to the
length of his service, but since John was not
present to give the authorised version, it was
estimated that he had started in 1971. So 47
years is now his semi-official tenure of office.

were

Charles Somers, Neighbourhood Plan
Chairman, summed up the NP team’s hopes
for presentations on the upcoming Saturday
at Bettiscombe and Sunday at Stoke Abbott.
With six possible developments on his
list, it was hoped to discuss these and take
down other ideas from the community.
Not the least would be ideas for a new or
revived village shop, hopefully located at the
Dungeon site.

Of far more immediate interest was possible
developments at Shamrock Cottage,
Marshwood where proposals to convert a
barn to a dwelling caused some concern.

Under the heading of Dorset County
Electoral Review, district and county
councillors Jacqui Sewell and Daryl Turner
discussed the implications to the parishes of
Boundary Commission changes. It seems
that to make up the correct numbers of
parishioners per councillor, some of our
community will be hacked off and others
added on. At present proposals are to add
parts of Char Valley and Chideock to the
Upper Marshwood Vale; let us hope that
does not include any part of the unloved
Chideock bypass area.

Some councilors queried the use of the term
‘barn’ in a non-agricultural sense, others felt
that stones recently placed at the roadside
edge narrowed the passage of traffic in an
unfriendly manner. After some debate it was
agreed to seek a meeting with the owner
by having a site visit set for the following
Monday evening. In this way, councillors
could be better informed as to what might
be built and the owner could explain his
intentions.

Upper Marshwood Vale
Parish Council dates
Parish council meetings for
2018/19 are as follows:
15 November, 13 December, 17
January. Meetings start at 7.30pm
in Bettiscombe Village Hall. All
are very welcome to attend.

Police representative absent
Also absent was a police person, so, in
spite of the anger felt by some councillors
at having had the A35 traffic once again
severely damaging the Vale and life within,
this subject could not be debated.
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All other planning applications
approved or supported.

Parish council meeting 20 Sept

A relatively brief meeting was held this
time as the wind picked up and the heavens
threatened rain. Rapidly disposing of the
first six items on clerk John Vanderwolfe’s
agenda, including a democratic period
when no-one wanted to speak, councillors
heard of progress on payments to be made
and a summary of the accounts from John.
He complained of Dorset’s habit of paying
their precept late as compared with Devon
who paid on due day.
With the usual offices done, councillors
listened attentively to the reports of the two
senior councils and a ‘shadow’ council that
will take office next May under the baton of
Matt Prosser.
Progress with Dorset Council

Jacqui Sewell, Mark Roberts (district) and
Daryl Turner (county) are our present
councillors and Daryl summed up progress
to date, or otherwise. Logos for the new
council as submitted by staff artists did
not seem to be very inspiring but at least
repainting lorries and other vehicles bearing
‘Dorset County Council ‘to ‘Dorset Council’
will wait until they are replaced.
Cllr Sewell’s efforts to rationalise the
removal of agricultural ties limiting cottages
to be occupied by farm workers is receiving
overall approval, largely as a result of the
case involving a Marshwood house.
Perhaps of greatest concern for nonBridport inhabitants was the state of the
town’s public toilets. It seems that promises
to use a local enterprise have been ignored

and a company based in Manchester now
has the contract to clean our loos. That
they are not doing this simple exercise only
points out a failure to supervise effectively,
something that use of a local organisation
might have prevented.
We are now used to the absence of police
officers at council meetings so Planning was
next. An application for a new building at
Dunster Farm, Broadoak, was withdrawn
since this application was not needed. An
application for repairs at Valehouse Farm,
which are covered by Listed Building
Consent, were supported as was a small
shed in Blackney.
An application from St Mary’s Church,
Marshwood, for a small donation was
considered. This is to cover the extra costs
of lighting and heating for a temporary Post
Office at the church for one afternoon a
week (on Tuesdays).
The Post Office will cover all their own
operational cost including fitting a phone
line and providing the service, but with such
small number in the congregation there is
nothing in the budget to spare for this boost
to the community. Unfortunately this kind
of support is not permitted so our clerk will
seek advice on how we could help. Over to
our CLT?
As the rain started to bluster, the next
meeting was set as 15 November, but with
some doubt if a December meeting will
be needed. As councillors left the hall, the
heavens opened.
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Wanted - a new shop for
Marshwood. Can you help?
When John Walther fell and broke his hip,
it was a painful situation for him: for the
community that makes up Marshwood, it
was a severe shock. Suddenly, we had lost
our Mr Reliable, the busiest focus of our
community.
We had all given much thought about what
would happen when John decided to retire
but no-one had developed serious plans,
partly in order not to offend the Walthers,
but mostly because this potential problem
was never urgent enough. As part of our
Neighbourhood Plan, David Hitchcock
discussed general terms with John’s son
Bash, but John soldiered on and on.
Marshwood Stores is closed permanently.
Ideas for a new shop to replace the old one
have emerged with a possible site now under
consideration.
The Neighbourhood Plan can help to
develop these ideas, but it is only an aid in
the planning process, it cannot raise funds
although it can go a long way in support
of a future plan, including helping to get
planning consent.
Vive local democracy!
The first to step forward was District
Councillor Jacqui Sewell, who has
experienced
similar
concerns
with
other community shops such as those at
Broadwindsor, and Thorncombe (with
Cllr Mike Robinson). She has knowledge
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of many of the financial aspects of such
ventures.
In previous reports, Jacqui has asked for
support from interested parties. Support
from the CLT and NP has been registered
but we now need some organisation to refine
the occasionally conflicting development
ideas. This means someone to take the lead
in getting a shop for Marshwood, hopefully
with better parking, a larger multi-functional
building, and far greater resources than the
old shop could ever offer.
Act now!
NP chairman Charles Somers is calling for
interested parties to come together at the
church to form a committee to co-ordinate
ideas, developments and plans for the new
shop. The date for this event is 17 November
at 10am at Marshwood Church.

Your local sweep: Glyn Yorke

Chimney Sweep Services
Stoves fitted and refurbished ◆ Birds’ nests
removed ◆ Birdguards, chimney pots and
cowls fitted ◆ Chimney lining service ◆ Stove
spares supplied - glass, fire bricks etc.

‘A clean chimney is a safe chimney’
Professional, reliable, family service, established 1992
Fully insured - certificate of insurance issued for every job
Brush and vacuum sweep - power sweeping also offered
Specialist in multi-fuel stoves

A commercial interest has been received
from Felicity Perkin, whose eponymous
Morcombelake stores can claim impeccable
credentials, but for now she will advise the
new committee.
All will be welcome to contribute as
representative of interested organisations,
as users of the new shop, as villagers of
Marshwood or as seriously concerned
individuals.
Ali Cameron

Tel: 01297 678549 ◆ Mob: 07778 524142
Email: info@chimneysweepservices.co.uk
Chimney Sweep Services Ltd, 4 Marshalsea, Bridport, DT6 5QE
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Broadband update on Cards Mill
Lane and Prime Lane properties

Properties on Prime Lane and Cards Mill
Lane (Watery Lane) are waiting to hear the
cost of installing superfast broadband using
fibre to the premises (FTP).
Homes and businesses in this corner of
Marshwood parish are on the Chideock
telephone exchange, which means that they
did not benefit from the recent roll-out of
FTP in the rest of the parish.
The plan instead was to install a new cabinet
near the church in Whitchurch and supply
superfast broadband from there. The
cabinet has been installed but as the service
has to come a long way down copper wires,
it is nowhere near superfast. Users find that
their broadband is often too slow to use and
frequently drops out completely.
BT’s official position is that superfast is
available to these homes. But those who have
signed up to superfast packages have found
that is not the case and their broadband
speeds are no faster than before. Openreach
accepts the difficulties. The best option is to
install FTP. One farming family were told it
would cost £500 a month to lease an FTP
line! However, there is a government-backed

community fibre grant aid scheme available
for small communities to get together and
apply for FTP as a group.
Back in the summer I contacted Openreach
and began an application on behalf of local
people. It’s been a long-winded process, not
least because of difficulties applying through
the official website. Because BT does not
recognise that our area hasn’t got superfast
available, it would not accept my application.
So I had to go behind the scenes and get
Openreach community fibre partnerships to
make the application manually, which they
did and were very helpful.
The application has now gone in for 12
properties. Eleven of these have a business
associated with them, which shows the level
of economic activity hidden away in the
Vale and underlines the need for a good
broadband service. I’m waiting to hear what
the cost of installation will be and how much
grant we will get. The best outcome would
be that it covers 100% of the installation
cost. When we know the actual percentage,
the community can decide how it wants to
proceed.
Sara Hudston

Marshwood shop - can you help?
Join the committee to co-ordinate ideas, developments
and plans for the new shop. Part of the NP meeting.
17 November at 10am at Marshwood Church
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Protect your home before
winter arrives! Special offer
on pre-winter roof
surveys for all Beneath
the Vale readers!

For just £69

*

I could help you identify:
Chimney repairs

Blocked gutters

Missing tiles

• Check for loose
tiles, leaves and
debris in guttering, missed
or damaged pointing,
damage to chimneys, all in
under an hour
• CAA PfCO licensed drone
operator
• Survey to fit into your day
• No need for scaffolding

www.captaindrone.uk
info@captaindrone.uk
01308 862244
07727 001700
*: £69 offer applies to DT6 and DT8 postcodes, if booked before
30 November 2018. Please call me for quotes outside DT6 & DT8.
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Recipe: Stuffed marrow

What to do with all those
marrows/overgrown courgettes
Very easy stuffed marrow
Serves 4
1 large marrow
Favourite bolognaise sauce recipe
Grated cheddar cheese
Heat oven to 180 degrees centigrade.
Cut ends off marrow, slice into eight,
about 1½ inches or 4cm thick. Scoop
out and discard middle.
Remove skin (if marrow is very tender it
can be left on).
Arrange slices in a large roasting tin, add
a small amount of water to stop drying
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out and cover with foil.
Put in oven for about 10-15 minutes
until beginning to soften.
Spoon sauce into the rings and cover
with grated cheese. (My dear husband
used to periodically make a large
quantity of bolognaise sauce which I
portioned up and put in the freezer for
use in so many recipes.)

Special features of our
parishes: Continuing our
series of local landmarks, we
have St Mary’s church and the
horse trough, both in Stoke
Abbott, plus Bettiscombe
Village Hall, home to our
parish council meetings.

Bake uncovered until sauce is heated
and cheese is golden and bubbly – about
30 minutes.
This is a meal in itself or you could serve
it with extra vegetables.
Joy McClellan

13

Marshwood Community Land Trust: Officers

Marshwood
Neighbourhood Plan
What next?
17 November from 10am to 12.30pm
Marshwood Church
(tea and biscuits provided)
We’ll present the findings of the recent
site options consultation and to discuss
with you:
• How to move forward with our
Neighbourhood Plan for Marshwood.
• How we might establish a car park
for the school and church.
• Plans for a new village shop.
Please come and join in the discussion
on the future of your village.

Chairman
Rob England				
01297 678 548
		rob@thequester.co.uk		
Treasurer		Ali Edwards				01297 678 382
		aliedwards34@icloud.com
Directors		Fred Bailey				01308 868 015
		fhpjb1@gmail.com
		
Ann-Marie Chapman			
01297 678 579
		coweyehawkins@yahoo.co.uk
		Charles Somers				01297 678 178
		somers984@btinternet.com
		Emma Turner				01297 678 768
		em74@live.co.uk
		Sonia Yorke				01297 678549

Community Land Trust website: www.marshwoodclt.org.uk
Facebook Page: Marshwood CLT

Interested in renting affordable housing?
Are you registered with Dorset Home Choice?

Would you, or someone you know, be interested in moving into one of the
houses at Bramblehay, Marshwood, should a property become available?
Allocation of these properties, and similar schemes in neighbouring villages, is
handled by Dorset Home Choice.
To be considered as a tenant, you need to be on the housing register. Be
prepared by registering now at www.dorsethomechoice.org
When registering, please make sure you put the following statement on your
application to show you qualify for Marshwood CLT housing:
‘Have local connection required to qualify for CLT housing’
These houses are for those in our community. Please register, even if Dorset
Home Choice would normally regard you as adequately housed.
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Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee: Members
Chairman
Charles Somers			
		somers984@btinternet.com

01297 678178

Secretary		

John Vanderwolfe, UMV parish council clerk

Members		
		
		
		
		
		
		

Jacqui Sewell, WDDC councillor
Ali Cameron, UMV parish councillor
Ali Edwards, UMV parish councillor
Rob England, Marshwood CLT chairman
David French, Stoke Abbott resident
John Piper, Marshwood resident
Sara Hudston, Editor, Beneath the Vale

Chairman
Matthew Bowditch		
01308 862 758
Stokewater Farm
Stoke Abbott, DT8 3JL
m1bowditch.vets@virgin.net
Stoke Abbott

Address: NP Steering Committee, c/o The Old Rectory, Marshwood, Dorset DT6 5Q
Email: np@uppermarshwoodvale.org

District Councillors

Marshwood, Bettiscombe
Jacqui Sewell			
& Pilsdon			jacquisewell@me.com

01308 867 145

Stoke Abbott		
Mark Roberts			
			lucullas.luccas@virgin.net

01308 487 866

County Councillors
Marshwood Vale 		
Daryl Turner			
			d.w.turner@dorsetcc.gov.uk

01297 444 195

Beaminster 		
Rebecca Knox			
			r.knox@dorsetcc.gov.uk

01308 863 365

Beneath the Vale Editorial Board
Pauline Bailey		
Matthew Bowditch 		
Ali Cameron		
David Corneloues		
Joy McClellan		

fhpjb@hotmail.co.uk		
m1bowditch.vets@virgin.net		
ali.cameron@zen.co.uk		
d.m.corneloues@gmail.com		
joy.mcclellan@sky.com		

01308 868 015
01308 862 758
01297 678 546
01308 868 094
01297 647 185

Newsletter Editor:
Sara Hudston		

sarajhudston@gmail.com		

01297 489 253
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Parish Council
Website: www.uppermarshwoodcouncil.org

Councillors
Fred Bailey		
Meadowrise
Bettiscombe, DT6 6HP
fhpjb1@gmail.com
Marshwood

Clerk
John Vanderwolfe		
01297 344 44
Newenham, 5 Halletts Way
Axminster, EX13 5NB
johnvw@tiscali.co.uk

01308 868 015

Christopher Rabbetts
01308 867 474
Gerrards Farm
Pilsdon, DT6 5PA
chrisrabbetts@btinternet.com
Pilsdon

John W. Brown		
01308 867 542
2 Church Cottages
Bettiscombe, DT6 5NT
avril.sergison574@btinternet.com
Bettiscombe

Trevor Richards		
01308 868 848
Deer Park Farm,
Marshwood Vale, DT6 5PZ,
info@rochestershire.co.uk
Marshwood

Ali Cameron		
Blue Haze
Marshwood, DT6 5QB
ali.cameron@zen.co.uk
Marshwood

01297 678 546

Eddie Rowe 		
01308 867 577
Highlands Farm,
Templemans Ash, DT6 5NX
edwardrowe3lb@btinternet.com
Bettiscombe

Alison Edwards		
3 Marshalsea
Marshwood, DT6 5QE
aliedwards34@icloud.com
Marshwood

01297 678 382

Roy Warburton		
Shave Cross House,
Shave Cross, DT6 6HW
roy.warburton45@gmail.com
Marshwood

Jane Gillingham		
01308 867 197
Mabeys Cottage
Pilsdon, DT6 5NY
janie.gillingham@btinternet.com
Pilsdon
Cassian Gray		
Horsehill Cottage
Stoke Abbott, DT8 3JL
cassian@montmeru.com
Stoke Abbott

Robert Wyatt		
01308 868 249
Blackney Farm,
Blackney, DT6 5PB
bob.j.wyatt@googlemail.com
Stoke Abbott

01308 862 448
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To the Occupiers:
Keep us up to date at
Beneath The Vale
Everyone who lives in the
parishes of Marshwood,
Bettiscombe, Pilsdon and
Stoke Abbott is entitled to
have a free copy of Beneath
the Vale posted to them four
times a year.
There are always those
who move away, move
in, and sadly, people who
die. We cannot keep our
address lists fully up to date
without your help.
If you’re not getting copies,
please contact Ali Cameron
who looks after the address
list, and let him know.
Ali Cameron:
01297 678546

ali.cameron@zen.co.uk
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Did you know…

West Dorset District Council fund a
loan scheme for homeowners,
for essential home repairs
and improvements?*
For more information, visit www.wrcic.
org.uk, call 01823 461099, or email
enquiries@wrcic.org.uk
Your local, not for profit lender working in
partnership with
West Dorset District Council
Wessex Resolutions CIC
Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone,
Taunton, TA4 1EU

* Subject to Status

Stephen Lee
Landscape Gardening
1 Vale View, Salwayash,
Bridport, DT6 5JB

Hi,
My team and I do most kinds of
gardening from clearing overgrown acres
to fixing fences, planning patios and
paddocks to looking after your lawn and
maintaining landscapes.
Oh yes! We are also the parish
lengthsman so we fend off floods by
clearing ditches, placing storage bins
and looking after public places for your
parish council.
So if you have a garden problem, why not
give us a call?
Stephen Lee: 07971 116660
stephenlee93@hotmail.co.uk

LONDON BUYERS CALLING
“We have London and other
out of area buyers keen to
secure properties situated in
rural locations within West
Dorset. There is a particular
demand for the Marshwood
Vale area so call our office
now for a free valuation.”
Parkers Property Consultants
15 South St, Bridport DT6 3NR
01308 420111
enquiries@parkersproperty.com
www.parkersproperty.com
The British Property Awards Winner for Bridport
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Parkers have won The British Property Awards for Bridport. Their team performed outstandingly
throughout the extensive judging period, which focused on customer service levels. Parkers have
now been shortlisted for a number of national awards which will be announced later in the year
at our lavish ceremony in London. The British Property Awards provide agents with an invaluable
opportunity to compare the service that they provide against the service provided by their local,
regional and national competition. Agents who go that extra mile and provide outstanding levels
of customer service are rewarded with our accolade, which acts as a beacon to highlight these
attributes to their local marketplace.

